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To be or not to be a Ben-meshek-
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Recollection
Ala Fink
Series of 20
May 2009
1 , D) l2
TN
Feeling Guilty
k] 5
PR WA MO MNI2D Anemones bask in the cool
L7700 LW 1A e heat
OPWD DBp TN IS MR of early morning, their scarlet
, crowns rise to greet us.
TAP02 %710 413 121 RaR Dad measures Turkish coffee
571 1777 719K into a bronze pot, caked
R ARTa with remnants of cardamon
and river water.
Crimson light. Anemones
NN YHY In3R IR shake
X wrathful petals at me. | wake
1NM3 IR DYTa 277U to sky scrapers and parched
N2 7XOPR IR 01D 9N cement rivers, the taste
LMY 102 MY 2oPRY 2TIA0 , )2

SIWY YV opn YW 0t myn



The Unveiling

A.F.: Grenma, why do we wait a year

before we erect a tombstone over a grave?

Grandmother: So that the earth may settle.

The incessant May rain

flooded Baltimore

and soaked the lawn /1237 ’7)7,'1
the day we buried grandpa.

Stumbling through vast lakes,

we leaned into one another's  272¥» 20 °7 000 W 2°97) NN 797 N30 DN
trembling bodies

and sure hands. Words JIMID THTN? D07 °79 (KN30

hung heavy on the rain,
quickening its absorption

into the mud and the roots T8 KDY 1777 R0 W
and the flowers.
The April sun warms our finger-tips. YN DR 1B
Huddled around the gleaming RUTT R W
tombstone, we extend ' '
steady hands to one another. N20 NN 13 12 02
A Hebrew prayer falls foreign i g g
from my lips, like the cooing ,077°22 DDAX 1211797
of a pigeon, yet my family
understands the breeze Ll » T
that caries my voice and ,0° 77
0 02

BehinalemBhchiy

,LOWNT M9 SY v oo
DWW L7127 N IR INPH0 NN XN
Raprmbiy

AT MYAYR DR MRAN qun 2708
N1 128K 2020

M8, Mo W

TP OR DR

UMW NN DY SNOW 1an

, N0 DR ,T0N

nYTY NNOWN TN

WP DR R M7 200 DR

Ran i rwirBrirahy



Recollection

Two Indian women enter the
subway; one sits across from me, RPRRT———-
the other stumbles, falling m PR S,
on my knees. My eyes

narrow and nostrils flare;

she jerks and falls into a ,JONNT D277 PR MDD 1PN 2w Nw

vacant space, annoyance nYo11 , NIV AYIWE 09T AW NNR
radiates. Shifting to the edge ,0°30N7 NN NINX Y oNa By
of the seat, she begins to rise, ,0™ AW TN N9 NP1 K
sit down, it's OK”.

Yellow teeth smile. AWNAN TXPR OO DY
The car empties at 96th street, " 9702 77 ,7W"  nnnnn Ko

“thank you, most
refuse to make room.”
| nod, thinking:

| Kno_w, _ Rriizalapivizialmiismmiyiphiniaialyhimieht
“we live in the Bronx,”

A0 T M2YNN MAX D9 Iw

"
though it frightens me, AT 17N
“my daughter is deaf,” ".opn Mok 0v210n
how dense | can be, o MIENAR IR ,TIAN WK
“it’'s hard to find a good school for special children,” s
what are my duties? VTP OIN
“my husband fell from a scaffold last year,” " OP11722 NN MR
a poem a day. STIN IO M5

" WA onna”

JT0 10100 9N TOTN 100

" 9°2Ww3a 950 N2 RIXAY Awp 10 9"
25MnT 172

" 7w 2195 @von Ho1 shya"
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Trying Not to Write About Cancer

Ravenous roots corrode
the core of the earth,
nourishing off the flesh
of the soil.

Unseen tentacles crawl
into magma rivers

and invade sunken
bodies of glaciers.
Naive, the globe

spins lazily on its axis,
conversing with gravity,
charting a new course
beyond the Milky Way.
Roots gnaw

on gladiolas

and tulip bulbs,

they flourish

and cover the world
with cancer.



Black Rain

Black rain beats at the door,

I’'m darning your socks

again; three holes by the toes
and one at the heel. Your brown
leather shoes lay by my feet;
their soles reduced

to translucent sheets.

The rain began with breakfast,
our eyes bore holes at the crack
in the floor. The wind lashes

at a window, and I'm waiting

for a shower of glass

to cover me.
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